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PROFESSOR BAHADUR SINGH

Pro!.  B a h a d u r  Singh, H onora ry  Fe l low  o f  the 
Indian  Botan ica l  Socie ty  and an em in en t  Plant M o r ­

phologis t  left for  his heaven ly  abode  on A ugus t  1, 
1998 at Agra.  We have lost in him a noble person, 
an ideal teacher  and  a grea t  d isciplinarian .

Born  on 15 May, 1907 in an enl ightened Z am indar  
family  o f  A ligarh  d is tr ic t  in U ttar  Pradesh ,  Prof. Singh 

received early  educa t ion  at B.R. College,  A g ra  and 

carr ied  out his h ighe r  s tudies  at A g ra  College.  A gra  
i rom  w here  he ob ta ined  M .Sc .  degree  in Botany s tand ­
ing lirst in o rde r  ol m er i t  in the Univers i ty  unde r  the 

r en o w n ed  m y co lo g is t  late Prof.  K.C. M ehta .  Later  

on. he took up research  work  on the em b ry o lo g y  of  

m em b ers  of the fam ily  Loran thaceae .  Previous  a t­

tempts  on em bry o lo g ica l  s tudies  o f  this g roup  o f  

p lants  had tailed and he took up the cha l lenge  on the 

advice  o f  late Prof.  P. M aheshw ar i  F.R.S. and started 
w ork ing  under  his gu idance  at A g ra  College ,  Agra.  

La te r  he sh i l led  to L u c k n o w  U nivers i ty  to pursue  

doctora l  research .  He was aw ard ed  the Ph.D. degree  
in 1943 unde r  the superv is ion  o f  Prof.  Birbal Sahni 

F.R.S. Sahni was h ighly  im pressed  by the un f l inch ­
ing devot ion  with which  Singh carried out the reserach 
work  in his laboratory.  H e  has a series o f  pu b l ica ­

tions on the e m b ry o lo g y  o f  several  parasi t ic  taxa, 

par t icu lar ly  Dendrophthoe falcata  and Macrosolen 
cochinchinensis and he paved  the way for fur ther  

work  on these un ique  g roup  o f  ang iosperm s .  The 

work  he initiated on the San ta laceae  at B.R. College,  
A gra  was  subsequen t ly  taken up at o ther  U n ive rs i ­

ties. Prof.  S ingh also successfu l ly  com ple ted  a re ­
search pro jec t  on the control and eradication o f  Bandha  

paras i te  which causes  great  d am ag e  to fruit trees. 

Prof.  S ingh  also had an oppor tun i ty  o f  w ork ing  with 
Prof.  P. Pari ja  at R av en sh aw  College,  Cuttack.  He 

visited Botany  School ,  C am b r id g e  University, U.K. 
to w ork  with Prof.  E .J .H .  C orne r  on seed structure 
from M ay 1951 to M arch  1952. He also visited 
Insti tute o f  Botany, Zur ich  University,  Switzer land  

in April ,  1952. A f te r  his visit to these insti tutes o f

h igher  learning he initiated research work  on the 
s tructure o f  seed in m any  taxa in India.  Several  o f  his 

s tuden ts  a d v a n c e d  this w ork ,  m a k in g  s ign i f ican t  
con tr ibu t ions  in this t ield at o ther  centres  in the 
country.

Prof. B ah ad u r  Singh establ ished the D epar tm en t  
ol Botany  at B.R. College,  A gra  (now know n as 

R.B.S. College)  in 1938 and nour ished  it with great 
dedica t ion  and a high academ ic  tradit ion.  The  re ­
search activit ies  carr ied  out under  his s tew ardsh ip  

b rough t  the D ep a r tm en t  on the m ap  o f  India.  He had 

th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  

C y togene t ics  and Plant B reed ing  at the post-gradu-  

ate level at a t ime when o ther  tradit ional Univers i t ies  

had not taken any interest in this im por tan t  area. 

This  he lped  his s tudents  in secur ing  jo b s  at I .A.R.I. 
and o ther  agr icu l tu ra l  e s tab l i sh m en ts  w here  they 
occupy  sen ior  posit ions  today.

Professor  S ingh jo ined  National  Botan ica l  R e ­
search Institute,  L u c k n o w  as Assis tant  D irec tor  in 
July 1959 and establ ished  the Seed B io logy  L a b o ra ­

tory which is being m ain ta ined  by his successors .  
After  re t i rem ent  from N.B.R.I . ,  Prof. S ingh preferred 
to work  as an Em eri tus  Scientis t  o f  C.S.I .R. at R.B.S. 

College,  A gra  because  o f  his deep  a t tachm en t  to the 

parent  insti tution. He again  p layed  a pivotal  role in 

enhanc ing  research activit ies  and gu ided  research 

w ork  of m any  Ph.D. students .  D ur ing  that period he 

served as a m e m b e r  o f  the Board o f  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  
the College  and contr ibuted  richly to its growth.

Prof. S ingh was a botanist  in the true sense. He 
was an e m b o d im e n t  o f  hum an  values  o f  which  in teg­
rity and dignity  are foremost.  He was a man o f  

pr incip les  and a source o f  inspira t ion to younger  
botanists.  Prof.  S ingh  is surv ived  by his wife who 
has been show ing  mother ly  affection to all his s tu ­
dents,  her il lustrious sons and a daughter.

I had the p round  pr iv i lege  o f  being a doctoral  
s tudent of P rofessor  Singh. W hen  I later becam e a



teacher  in the  sam e  co l lege  he treated m e  as a c o l ­

league  and  g en e ro u s ly  w e lc o m e d  m y v iews on se v ­

eral matters .  P e rsons  o f  P rofessor  S ingh  eduti t ion,  

t ransparency ,  s t ra igh t  fo rw ardness  are rare. His pass ­
ing away, is a g rea t  loss to the Indian  Botany  and we

pray for e ternal  peace  to the depar ted  soul.
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