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T H E IN D IA N  SPECIES OF THE GENUS C A R M .LU M A . 

(Fam, Asclepiadaceae)

BY

F. H. G r a v e ly  a n d  P. v. M a y u ra n a th a n ,

Bulletm of the Madras Government Museum, Government Press, 1932.

As the authors point out the genus Caralluma is one of those 

genera which present great difficulties to the herbarium worker due

o several .naporUnt characters becoming unrecognizable in -the dry
scafce: nad a ltho ug h  .* ™ „ u i u r J

Bereerin W“  admirably revised by

» 4 .  „ bv l l  01 “ *  Indi““ still needed sunnl.
menting by local observations. This task the present author,

f c . C O . ,  . Jm ir» ,„y M d their observations are antboritative iT Z  

much as they are based not only upon dry herbarium material and 

Plants growing wild but also upon a successful cultivation oV most of 

the species in the garden for several years. Some of the important

S E S S E f i?  —  ,h“ - - « - -=5£
genus

::■ tS IS r t !and t a r n  Tb. second section is unrepresented in I„ dj ,  

Eucaralluma includes three species, G. ediihs, G. adtoendens and 

stalagmifera. The last was described by Fischer onlv a few years 

ago from matensl sent by one of the authors of the present monograph 

.  he second species 0. adscendens includes six varieties : three species 

of Hooker namely G. adscendens, G. fimbriata and C.attenmta, which 

now get the rank of varieties, and three new varieties, gracilis ' 

canaata and ae„„nlata. The section B„,cera,ia inelndes 8 s p e ' t  

one of Wuich, Caralluma (B ohem ia ) procumbent is new All tbe 
species and varieties are well illustrated.

^  C°nC!U3i0n t0 which the authors have come from their
study of fchu genus is with regard to the oriain nf „ • T,

family. N. E. Brown in 1890 had concluded thatnew s Z l  in th" 

Asclepiadaceae have been very commonly produced by hybridisation 

The present authors find little erldeoo. of b y b r f d i* L  in Z  
Indian species. t," Q

A. C. J.
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FLORA. OF SIAM.*

The fourth contribution to the “ Flora Siamensis Enumerate " 

by "W.G. Craib ha3 been published under the auspices of the Siam 

Society and this completes the first volume dealing with the Polype- 

talae. The first part was published in the year 1925, part 2 in 1926 

and part 3 in 1928. On the title page of the 4th part it is put down 

that it deals with the families Eosaceas to Cornacese, but the family 

Nyssacese is also included. 666 species are enumerated. These are 

distributed into 151 genera. Melastomaceae with its 17 genera and 124 

species is the largest family described in this part. Eugenia with its 

89 species is the largest genus. Four families, viz., Callitrichaceae, 

Crypteroniacese,. Caricacese and Datiscace® are monotypic. No new 

species are described. This is due to the fact that the author along 

with Geddes and others had published from time to time all such 

species a little earlier in the Kew Bulletin. About 65 new varieties, 

however, have been created and their Latin descriptions given. Four 

species, two belonging to the Rosacease and two to the Myrtaoeffl 

have been given new names. Complete records of the localities from 

which the different species are known and their local names are a 

special feature of the vo’ume and the whole work should certainly 

prove useful to students of tropical vegetation.

A. C. J.

* Craib, W . O. Florse Siamensis Enumeratio. Vol. I, Part 4, Rosacese 

Cornaceee, Bangkok, 19U1.
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Wa have received the following communioation from Mr. Fischer 

in connection with the Flora of the Presidency of Madras and wish 

to bring it to the notice of all interested in the subject:—

Flora of the Presidency of Madras.

As the above Flora is approaching comp'etion, I  shall be much 

obliged for any errors and omissions that are brought to my notice. 

In the case of omitted species and genera, I must adhere to Mr. Gamble's 

rule and only admit those that are supported by duly localised 
specimens.

It is proposed to publish corrections and additions in an appendix-

Bcyal Botanic Gardens, C. F i s c h e r ,

The Herbarium,

K e w , S u r r e y .
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