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A NOTE ON THE OCCURRENCE OF 
BICARPELLARY PISTILS IN THE FLOWER OF 

SARACA INDICA

BY

C. S. K r t s h n a m u r t i , M.Sc.

La s t  session an A°hok t ree (Saraca Indica),  growing in our 
College Botanical  Garden,  was observed to  have produced a few 
abnormal flowers, wh ich I  have th o u g h t  advisable to men t ion  here,  
Th e  normal  flower, like all t he  o the r  membe rs  of Caesalpimoideae  
has a monouarpel lary pist il  bu t  the  flowers in ques t ion have two 
carpe' s each— an abnormal i ty  which  does not  appear  to be due to a 
pathological  conditioo.  especially as th e  plant  is qui te  hea l thy  and all 
t he  o the r  f lowers of the  same bunch  were showing typical  hea l thy  
signs.

So far as I  have been able to find out,  t h i s  abnormal i ty  in Saraca  
Ind ica  has not  been recorded.  Bendle  in “ The Classification of 
Flower ing Plants ,"  Vol. I I  (1925 Edi t ion) ,  page 359, says:  “ D ep a r ­
tu res  from a monocarpel l ary pistil are rare.  Tounatea dicarpa, 
(Caesalpinioideae) has  two carpels,  whi le  in several  genera of tne  
Tribe Ingeae (Mimosoideag) the re  are more th a n  one.” Bu t  he does 
not  ment ion any th ing  abou t  the genus Saraca.

To i l lustrate this  deviat ion from th e  nor mal  I  have made two 
d iag rams :  A showing the  abnormal  condi t ion here described,  and

B ' t he  normal ,  In  bo th  cases the  s tamens  were removed to give a 
clearer view of th e  pistil.
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